THE AGE OF MACHINERY
under one roof. Publicity made it possible to gain an intimate
knowledge of the industrial position, and the experience thus
acquired was subsequently utilized over a wider area.
Moreover the rapid growth of the cotton manufacture drew
public attention to it much sooner than to the old-established
occupations, and accordingly Parliament was more willing
to take action. Then it began to be recognized that abuses
were by no means confined to cotton; and the scope of factory
legislation came to be extended to all textile industries and
eventually to non-textile industries. As the favourable results
grew conspicuous, it was easier later on to apply the prin-
ciple to other fields. Another contention put forward the
interests of the children themselves, who had to choose
between work and starvation since their parents could
not maintain them. It escaped notice that one reason why
the parents were, as is alleged, unable to support their
offspring was that their own wages were depressed by the
competition of child labour. In addition it was urged that if
children were given any leisure they would become idle and
vicious. Here again it was not appreciated that education
rather than manual toil was the proper method of keeping
children occupied.
The most formidable argument against state interference
with the conditions of labour was the plea that any proposal
to reduce the hours of work would increase the cost of
production and thereby drive trade out of the country. We
should no longer hold our own in foreign markets, and the
manufacturing population might be deprived entirely of its
livelihood. Thus the misguided efforts to alleviate suffering
must in the end only induce greater suffering. The first
professor of political economy at Oxford, Nassau Senior,
even went so far as to claim that the whole profit of factories
was 'derived from the last hour;' hence if the working day
were reduced by one hour and prices remained the same, net
profit would be extinguished. When an early attempt was
made to lessen the hours for children from twelve to eleven
in cotton factories, a member of parliament objected on the
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